
 

TO:       Dr. Charles Johns 
FROM: Rosanne Williamson  
RE:       FOIA Requests  

FOIA Response:  

Please see the attached email response. Responsive documents can be found online at 

http://il.glenbrook.schoolboard.net/board. (Responsive documents will not be attached 

to the all documents pdf, but can be found under the FOIA agenda item.)  

Background:  

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA - 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq.) is a state statute that 

provides the public the right to access government documents and records. A person can 

ask a public body for a copy of its records on a specific subject and the public body must 

provide those records, unless there is an exemption in the statute that protects those 

records from disclosure (for example: records containing information concerning 

student records or personal privacy).  

A public body must respond to a FOIA request within 5 business days after the public 

body receives the request or 21 business days if the request is for commercial purpose. 

That time period may be extended for an additional 5 business days from the date of 

the original due date if:  

● The requested information is stored at a different location;  

● The request requires the collection of a substantial number of documents;  

● The request requires an extensive search;  

● The requested records have not been located and require additional effort to find; 

● The requested records need to be reviewed by staff who can determine whether 

they are exempt from FOIA;  

● The requested records cannot be produced without unduly burdening the public 

body or interfering with its operations; or  

● The request requires the public body to consult with another public body who has 

substantial interest in the subject matter of the request.  

If additional time is needed, the public body must notify the requester in writing within 

5 business days after the receipt of the request of the statutory reasons for the 

extension and when the requested information will be produced.  



Elaine Geallis <egeallis@glenbrook225.org>

Re: FOIA request
1 message

Rosanne Marie Williamson <rwilliamson@glenbrook225.org> Wed, Aug 26, 2020 at 2:42 PM
To: Eric DeGrechie <eric.degrechie@patch.com>
Bcc: egeallis@glenbrook225.org

Dear Mr. DeGrechie, 

Thank you for writing to Glenbrook High School  District 225 with your request for information 
pursuant 
to the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq.   
 
On 8/25/20 we received your request for the following information:
 

Any email correspondence between Superintendent Dr. Charles Johns, the Glenbrook 225 
Board of Education and human resources regarding Athletic Director Steve Rockrohr 
between Aug. 11, 2020 and Aug. 25, 2020. 

District Response: 
Your request is denied pursuant to Section 7(1)(f), which exempts: preliminary drafts, notes, 
recommendations, memoranda and other records in which opinions are expressed, or 
policies or actions are formulated, except that a specific record or relevant portion of a 
record shall not be exempt when the record is publicly cited and identified by the head of the 
public body.  The only document responsive to your request is a communication from the 
Superintendent to the Board of Education that contains notes, opinions, and 
recommendations that the Board relied upon to formulate preliminary decisions regarding 
Mr. Rockrohr.

You have a right to have the denial of your request reviewed by the Public Access Counselor (PAC) 
at the Office of the Illinois Attorney General. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a). You can file your Request for 
Review with the PAC by writing to:

Public Access 
Counselor Office of the 
Attorney General 500 
South 2nd Street 
Springfield, Illinois 
62706
Fax: 217-782-1396
E-mail: publicaccess@atg.state.il.us

 You also have the right to seek judicial review of your denial by filing a lawsuit in the State circuit 
court.  5 ILCS 140/11.

If you choose to file a Request for Review with the PAC, you must do so within 60 calendar days 
of the date of this denial letter. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a). Please note that you must include a copy of 
your original FOIA request and this denial letter when filing a Request for Review with the PAC.

mailto:publicaccess@atg.state.il.us


Sincerely,

Rosanne Williamson, Ed.D.
Secretary, Board of Education
Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services
Glenbrook High School District 225
3801 West Lake Avenue
Glenview, IL 60026

On Tue, Aug 25, 2020 at 12:08 PM Eric DeGrechie <eric.degrechie@patch.com> wrote:
Thanks!

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 25, 2020, at 12:01 PM, Rosanne Marie Williamson <rwilliamson@glenbrook225.org> wrote:

Hi Eric,

Just confirming that we are in receipt of your FOIA request.

Thank you,

Rosanne Williamson Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services
Glenbrook H.S. District 225
3801 West Lake Ave.
Glenview, IL 60026
847-486-4701

On Tue, Aug 25, 2020 at 11:53 AM Eric DeGrechie <eric.degrechie@patch.com> wrote:
Good morning. I didn't see a FOIA request form on your website. I'm seeking any email
correspondence between Superintendent Dr. Charles Johns, the Glenbrook 225 Board of Education
and human resources regarding Athletic Director Steve Rockrohr between Aug. 11, 2020 and Aug. 25,
2020. Thanks in advance for your help. 

-- 
Eric DeGrechie
Field Editor | Patch.com 
Covering Arlington Heights, Buffalo Grove, Deerfield, Glenview and Northbrook
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Elaine Geallis <egeallis@glenbrook225.org>

Re: FOIA Request
1 message

Rosanne Marie Williamson <rwilliamson@glenbrook225.org> Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 3:16 PM
To: Dan Costigan <dancostigan@gmail.com>
Bcc: egeallis@glenbrook225.org

 
 
Dear Mr. Costigan, 

Thank you for writing to Glenbrook High School  District 225 with your request for information 
pursuant 
to the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq.   
 
On 8/31/20 we received your request for the following information:
 

Emails to just Superintendent of Schools Dr. Charles Johns and any correspondence 
to and from teacher's union representatives from June 1st to August 27th.

 
 District Response: See attached (Note that some pages appear "blank" as copies were 
scanned back-to-back and some "back" pages contained no content)

Please note:
To the extent, your request involves communications between GEA President Matt 
Whipple and his membership, the Illinois Educational Labor Relations Act prohibits a 
public school district from disclosing communications between a labor organization 
and its members. 115 ILCS 5/3(d)(6). 
To the extent, your request involves preliminary drafts these requests are denied 
because preliminary drafts, notes, recommendations, memoranda, and other records 
in which opinions are expressed, or policies or actions are formulated, except that a 
specific record or relevant portion of a record shall not be exempt when the record is 
publicly cited and identified by the head of the public body Section 7(1)(f) of FOIA.

 

You have a right to have the denial of your request reviewed by the Public Access Counselor (PAC) 
at the Office of the Illinois Attorney General. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a). You can file your Request for 
Review with the PAC by writing to:

Public Access Counselor Office of the Attorney General 500 South 2nd Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62706
Fax: 217-782-1396
E-mail: publicaccess@atg.state.il.us

You also have the right to seek judicial review of your denial by filing a lawsuit in the State 
circuit court.  5 ILCS 140/11.

If you choose to file a Request for Review with the PAC, you must do so within 60 calendar days of 
the date of this denial letter. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a). Please note that you must include a copy of your 
original FOIA request and this denial letter when filing a Request for Review with the PAC.

mailto:publicaccess@atg.state.il.us


 

Sincerely,

Rosanne Williamson, Ed.D.
Secretary, Board of Education
Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services
Glenbrook High School District 225
3801 West Lake Avenue
Glenview, IL 60026  

On Sat, Aug 29, 2020 at 3:29 PM Dan Costigan <dancostigan@gmail.com> wrote:
Thank you for your response. To make it less burdensome please limit the emails to just Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Charles Johns and any correspondence to and from teacher's union representatives from June 1st to August 27th.

Thank you.

Daniel J Costigan
847-280-1782

On Wed, Aug 26, 2020, 2:49 PM Rosanne Marie Williamson <rwilliamson@glenbrook225.org> wrote:
Dear Mr. Costigan, 

Thank you for writing to Glenbrook High School  District 225 with your request for information 
pursuant 
to the Illinois Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140/1 et seq.   
 
On 8/24/20 we received your request for the following information:
 

All records and correspondence regarding the opening of schools for the 2020-21 
academic year.  This may include, but is not limited to, emails between District 225 
administration, members of the school board and the representatives of the three 
unions for teachers and staff from June 1st, 2020 to present day

District Response: 
Your request is denied as unduly burdensome.  To comply with this request, the District 
would have to ask every administrator, every member of the school board, and every 
representative of the three unions to search for any record of communication between 
the groups “regarding the opening of schools.”  Not only would every administrator, 
every board member, and every union representative have to search their files for 
correspondence, but the District would have to search every email account for such 
communications.  The District would then be required to make a subjective 
determination as to whether each communication was “regarding the opening of 
schools.”  Each communication would also have to be reviewed for exempt information, 
such as student record information, or information that would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy (e.g. an email from a teacher to an 
administrator detailing a medical concern, or a childcare issue.)  The Act does not 
require a public body to undertake such an extensive search, nor are we required to 
subjectively determine what records might be responsive to your request.  

I invite you to narrow the breadth and depth of your request and we will make a new 
determination as to whether any revised request you submit can be complied with 
without unduly disrupting the District’s operations.  
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You have a right to have the denial of your request reviewed by the Public Access Counselor 
(PAC) at the Office of the Illinois Attorney General. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a). You can file your 
Request for Review with the PAC by writing to:

Public Access 
Counselor Office of 
the Attorney 
General 500 South 
2nd Street 
Springfield, Illinois 
62706
Fax: 217-782-1396
E-mail: publicaccess@atg.state.il.us

 You also have the right to seek judicial review of your denial by filing a lawsuit in the State 
circuit court.  5 ILCS 140/11.

If you choose to file a Request for Review with the PAC, you must do so within 60 calendar 
days of the date of this denial letter. 5 ILCS 140/9.5(a). Please note that you must include a 
copy of your original FOIA request and this denial letter when filing a Request for Review with 
the PAC.

 
Sincerely,

Rosanne Williamson, Ed.D.
Secretary, Board of Education
Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services
Glenbrook High School District 225
3801 West Lake Avenue
Glenview, IL 60026

On Mon, Aug 24, 2020 at 12:33 PM Dan Costigan <dancostigan@gmail.com> wrote:

August 24th, 2020

Dear FOIA Officer:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act for all records and

correspondence regarding the opening of schools for the 2020-21 academic year.  This

may include, but is not limited to, emails between District 225 administration, members of

the school board and the representatives of the three unions for teachers and staff from

June 1st, 2020 to present day.

Please send me the records in the electronic format in which you keep the records. If the

records are only in paper format, please scan them into PDFs. Please email me the

records. If you are unable to send the records in  the format I requested, please contact
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me to discuss alternatives. Please contact me for my authorization of any charge in excess

of $10. I am not making this request for a commercial purpose.

Thank you,

Daniel J. Costigan, Parent and Glenview Taxpayer

mobile - 847-280-1782

dancostigan@gmail.com

FOIA Response.pdf
602K
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Elaine Geallis <egeallis@glenbrook225.org>

Re: FOIA Request Mr. Farkas
1 message

Rosanne Marie Williamson <rwilliamson@glenbrook225.org> Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 3:17 PM
To: Glenn Farkas <glenn@avistamail.net>
Bcc: egeallis@glenbrook225.org

Dear Mr. Farkas:

         On August 31, 2020, you submitted to the School District a request for the disclosure of public 
records pursuant to the Illinois Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”). In your request, you seek the 
following records (emphasis in the original):

·         Copies of the current contracts of Superintendent Charles, Principal Fagel and 
Principal Markey.  For these three administrators, please also include all signed copies of 
any agreements that these administrators signed as a condition of their employment with 
District 225 (such as, but not limited to, an employee Code of Conduct or Ethics).
·         Copies of any books, videos, presentations or similar training material that have 
been used in the last five years to educate administrators, teachers and students on the 
topic of diversity, equity or inclusion.
·         Copies of all emails from the School Board, administrators and teachers that 
reference Black Lives Matter or BLM, Antifa, fascist, anti-fascist, revolution or 
revolutionary, white privilege, whiteness, white fragility, Tea Party, impeachment, Russian 
collusion over the last five years.
·         Copies of all emails from the School Board, administrators and teachers that 
reference the full (or just last names) of Hillary Clinton, Bill Clinton, Barack Obama, 
Michelle Obama, Joe Biden, Kamala Harris, Donald Trump, Mike Pence, John McCain, 
Sarah Palin, Mitt Romney, Paul Ryan, Nancy Pelosi, Mitch McConnell, Robert Mueller, 
Adam Schiff, Brett Kavanaugh or Christine Blasey Ford over the last 15 years.  Please 
also include emails that include the words:  conservative or conservatives, Democrat or 
Democrats, Republican or Republicans or the acronym GOP over the same time span.
·         A list of all vendors that the District has used, or is currently using, over the last 
five years to provide diversity, equity and/or inclusion training or materials to the 
administrators, teachers or students.  Please also provide copies of any invoices paid to 
these same vendors over the same time period.
·         Copies of every syllabus and list of reading requirements in the History and English 
departments for the current school year in grades 9-12. 
·         A current spreadsheet containing all the administrators and teacher’s names, email 
addresses, phone numbers, and departments.  Please also note which teachers are the 
heads of their department.

Pursuant to Sections 2 and 3.6 and of the FOIA, your request is being designated as a “voluminous request.” 
It is voluminous because it: (1) includes more than five individual requests for more than five different 
categories of records; and (2) requires the compilation of more than 500 pages of public records. Because 
your request is voluminous in nature, you must respond within 10 business days and specify whether you 
would like to amend the request to remove it from being voluminous in nature. If you do not respond within 



10 business days, or if you do respond but you do not narrow the request to remove it from being 
voluminous, the School District will respond to the request and may impose fees as permitted by Section 6 of 
the FOIA. If fees are assessed, whether you obtain the records made available by the District or not, any 
unpaid fees will be a debt due and owed to the School District which will be collected in accordance with 
applicable law.

After the sooner of the receipt of your response or the expiration of the time for you to respond, the School 
District will respond within five business days, though it may extend its response deadline by up to five 
additional business days. On the issue of this voluminous request designation, you may file a request for 
review with the Public Access Counselor (“PAC”) pursuant to §9.5 of FOIA.  You can file your Request for 
Review with the PAC at the Office of the Attorney General, 500 South 2nd Street, Springfield, IL 62706 or by 
calling 1-877-299-FOIA. 

 Sincerely,

Rosanne Williamson, Ed.D.
Secretary, Board of Education
Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services
Glenbrook High School District 225
3801 West Lake Avenue
Glenview, IL 60026

On Mon, Aug 31, 2020 at 11:31 AM Glenn Farkas <glenn@avistamail.net> wrote:
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You have received an encrypted email from Glenn Farkas. To reply to this message encrypted, please click
here.

 

·         Copies of the current contracts of Superintendent Charles, Principal Fagel
and Principal Markey.  For these three administrators, please also include all
signed copies of any agreements that these administrators signed as a condition of
their employment with District 225 (such as, but not limited to, an employee Code
of Conduct or Ethics).

·         Copies of any books, videos, presentations or similar training material that
have been used in the last five years to educate administrators, teachers and
students on the topic of diversity, equity or inclusion.

·         Copies of all emails from the School Board, administrators and teachers that
reference Black Lives Matter or BLM, Antifa, fascist, anti-fascist, revolution or
revolutionary, white privilege, whiteness, white fragility, Tea Party, impeachment,
Russian collusion over the last five years.

·         Copies of all emails from the School Board, administrators and teachers that
reference the full (or just last names) of Hillary Clinton, Bill Clinton, Barack Obama,
Michelle Obama, Joe Biden, Kamala Harris, Donald Trump, Mike Pence, John
McCain, Sarah Palin, Mitt Romney, Paul Ryan, Nancy Pelosi, Mitch McConnell,
Robert Mueller, Adam Schiff, Brett Kavanaugh or Christine Blasey Ford over the
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last 15 years.  Please also include emails that include the words:  conservative or
conservatives, Democrat or Democrats, Republican or Republicans or the acronym
GOP over the same time span.

·         A list of all vendors that the District has used, or is currently using, over the
last five years to provide diversity, equity and/or inclusion training or materials to
the administrators, teachers or students.  Please also provide copies of any
invoices paid to these same vendors over the same time period.

·         Copies of every syllabus and list of reading requirements in the History and
English departments for the current school year in grades 9-12. 

·         A current spreadsheet containing all the administrators and teacher’s
names, email addresses, phone numbers, and departments.  Please also note
which teachers are the heads of their department.

Thank you in advance for your prompt response.  

-- 

Glenn Farkas

Avista Financial Network, Inc.
Avista Wealth Management
847-521-4950 (Office)
224-355-1004 (Fax)

Sender notified by 
Mailtrack ×REMOVE
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-- 
Rosanne Williamson Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services
Glenbrook H.S. District 225
3801 West Lake Ave.
Glenview, IL 60026
847-486-4701
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